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i Thank you

This lift out publication has been put together to
acknowledge and celebrate the past 50 year history of
The Westport Club. There are so many people who
deserve special mention for the role they have played
or are playing in The Westport Club’s history. To the
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g Dll_zr;esiizy It is through the dedication and passion of these people
kg S Warsston that we have arrived where we are today as a strong,

financially secure and harmonious Club. Our involvement
in and relevance to the Port Macquarie - Hastings
community has ensured we can look forward to a bright
future.

it~

Anthony Westman
General Manager - The Westport Club
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The Foundation

The inaugural meeting of the Grand United Port Macquarie West Bowling
Club (GUPMWBC) was held in the Council Chambers, Port Macquarie in
early 1957 and was attended by Mr Bert Hamblen and Mr Ted Barrett of the
Grand United Order of Oddfellows (GUOOF) who informed the meeting that
the Lodge had money available to support the formation of a Bowling Club.

Through the efforts of Mr George Bale, an Alderman on the Council at that
time, another meeting was called at which a pro-tem Committee was formed
to start the new Club.

The first pro-tem Committee consisted of George Bale, President; Harry
White, Secretary; and lan Austin, Treasurer. Committee members were
Clem Marks, Ted Marks, Bob McMullen, Dudley Bale, Frank Brooks, Bill
Dunnachie, Jack McFadyen, Dr Nichol McLaren and Arch Toms.

After two hard frustrating years, the Club was finally opened by Mr Abby
Cains, Vice-President of the Royal NSW Bowling Association, on 3 October
1959. The total cost of the project — new bowls club and two excellent
greens — was £34,000.

One of the initial challenges for the inaugural Committee was obtaining 100
members which the Club had to have to obtain a license. This necessitated
taking in some women members to obtain the required number. Two
applications to the Licensing Court were necessary before a license was
granted on 13 August 1959 for a Liquor License and Poker Machine License.

The Formation
of The Westport Women’s Bowling Club
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Initiated by a letter from Mr Harry White, the first Secretary of Port
Macquarie West Grand United Bowling Club, a meeting was called by

Dot Kelly, Grace Oates, Eve Brooks and Marion McLaren with the idea of
forming a Club to be known as The Port Macquarie West Women’s Bowling
Club.

0n 22 October 1959, with a membership of 45, “The Port Macquarie West
Women’s Bowling Club” was officially opened by Mrs G. Pattison, State
Vice-President of the NSW Women’s Bowling Association. Mrs Pattison was
deputising for the State President, Mrs Mogford, who, at the time was unable
to attend due to illness.

{ BT 1S REDUCING
ASSETS INCREASE

Foundation office bearers for 1958 were as follows. Patrons: Mrs E.
McMillan and Mrs C. McLaren, President: Mrs Thelma Anderson,
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Vice-Presidents: Mrs M. Taylor, Mrs D. Kelly, Miss M. McLaren, Hon
Secretary: Mrs Hetty Leahy, Hon Treasurer: Mrs Elise Argue and
Committee Members: Mesdames G. Oates, R. Bransdon, E. Woodcock, E.
Healey, |. Bradley, M. Freeman; Selectors: Mesadames G. Oates, V. Thomas,
N. Slater.

The Committee not only had the task of administering the activities of the
club, but were involved in the formation of the greens along with Mr Sid
Smith the Greenkeeper. Some of the ladies formed a bucket brigade in
helping weed the greens.

The ladies provided the meals for both the Men’s and Women’s Clubs and,

at the occasion of the Official Opening of the Grand United Port Macquarie
West Bowling Club, under the direction of President George Bale, worked the
kitchen and waited on tables.

Itis a great tribute to the dedication of the foundation members that the Club
continued to prosper throughout the next 50 years. In its 25th Anniversary
year the Women’s Club boasted well over 300 members with many of its
foundation members at that time still actively interested in the affairs of

the Club. This level of membership continued for over 10 years. In 1987
members of the Women’s Club were made full members of the Club Ltd.

The Formation
of The 60 and Over Bowlers Club

Forty years ago, Basil Borger and Frank Robson conceived the idea of
forming a club of senior bowlers in the LNCDBA. To this end the Port
Macquarie West Sixty and Over Bowlers’ Club was formed on 6 August 1968
with the Grand United Port Macquarie West Bowling Club as the host Club.

The Foundation office-bearers were Arthur Studman, Patron; Arthur Pearson,
President; Nicol McLaren, Vice-President; Lachlan Groves, Secretary/
Treasurer; Frank Robson, Bowls Secretary. The Committee was W.
Dunnachie, Peter Lake, Robert McLaren and Honorary Life Member, Basil
Borger.

The life membership fee was fixed at $1 and remain the same for over 25
years.

During its forty years the Club has enrolled approximately 2500 members
throughout Australia and New Zealand.

The formation of the Sixty and Overs Club has been fully justified when
one observes the good fellowship and camaraderie that prevails among the
members which exemplifies the Club Motto - “The game before the glory”.
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1 0 () In1969-70 a third green was erected on the northern
8 </ side of the Club overlooking the Hastings River, this was
previously a mangrove swamp. Known as the Number

Three green, it fast became the Number One attraction of the Club. The cost
of construction was $42,278.

& @) © O 30 November 1980 saw the officially opening of new first
/(O floor extensions at West Port Bowling Club. Officially
opened by the President of the Royal NSW Bowling
Association Mr Harold Gillard.

0 @) O 0On 18 August 1990 approval was granted by the Minister

L[ I/INL of Lands to purchase the tennis courts adjacent to the
Club, together with land west of the clubhouse. The

former tennis courts were turned into the new greens (erected in 1992)
and the land west of the clubhouse was utilised for further extensions and
carpark. This same year the Club built an auditorium which could seat 500
people. The poker machine area was moved to the northern side of the
building (overlooking the river) which caused such an uproar that the floor of
the lounge was raised so that this area still maintained the water views.

The acquisition of the above was a result of the Council reclaiming the water
front land, which took in the picturesque Riverview Green, for foreshore
development and beautification.

p For nine years the Club had four greens (1994-2003).
2@@@ However in 2003 one of the four greens was replaced to
" make way for a car park. Chairman, Graham Frost, JP,
reported to members that “the decision was taken to break an impasse that
had arisen between the Club and Hastings Council, who were not going to
allow the commencement of stage two (of the new renovations), unless we
had what they considered to be adequate parking on site to accommodate
the additional patronage. Rather than spend a million dollars to put another
deck on the western carpark, this was a far more economical solution.”

The last of the renovations to the top floor of the Club occurred in 2000
which saw the administration offices expanded on the eastern end of the
building together with the proposed new auditorium located in the middle
of the top floor. Unfortunately the auditorium was never completed and still
remains an undeveloped area in 2008.

) O 7 Following the amalgamation of the Club with Mingara
iz (D Recreation Club Ltd in 2006, major renovations were

: undertaken which included: a new casino lounge,
outdoor terrace, TAB area, entrance and reception area, shop and entrance
foyer. The bistro was transformed into Aqua (restaurant) where guests could
watch the chefs at work, and a café area installed called Vanilla Café.
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